Analytical Essay Workshop Checklist

First reading:

Is the thesis the introduction?  Does the thesis mention the video and the channel?  Does the thesis make a recommendation to a specific audience?

Does the summary follow the sequence of parts of the video and does the summary describe the video instead of what the video is supposed to teach?

Is there a reference to the video, the videomaker, or the channel in each of the topic sentences of the summary?

Does the summary show through paragraph breaks the different parts of the video?  Note that some paragraphs might be about multiple parts, and so the topic sentences of those paragraphs should mention the multiple parts.
Is there a transition from the summary to the comments?

Are comments grouped together in a logical way?  Does each paragraph in the comments section have a topic sentence that describes the comments in the paragraph?
In the discussion of the comments are there direct quotations that are attributed to individual YouTube users?

Is each quotation introduced?

Is each quotation discussed?  Within paragraphs that have multiple comments it will be important to emphasize the contrast between two similar comments.
Does the writer make judgements about comments in the comments section (in contrast to reporting the judgements of others)?  The writer’s judgements need to be moved to the evaluation section or deleted.

Is there a transition between the comments and the personal narrative?

Is it clear how the personal narrative is relevant to the thesis?

Does the personal narrative highlight differences between the writer’s experience and the video?  If there is no difference there is probably a problem with the video selection.
Does the personal narrative go quickly over points that are already covered in the summary?

Is there a transition between the personal narrative and the evaluation?

Does the essay use the comments and the personal narrative as evidence for the evaluation?

Does the thesis reflect the evidence provided in the essay?  In other words, does the thesis account for people who might not find the video helpful or how the video can be improved?  Note that the thesis must account for important questions and valid criticisms.
Does the writer make a statement of recommendation (either yes or no) in the body of the essay before the evaluation section?  Those statements of recommendation need to be moved to the evaluation section or deleted.

Double-check:

Is the essay at least four pages long without an introduction and conclusion?  If not, what are your suggestions for expanding the essay?

Are there transitions between each of the parts of the essay?  Is there a topic sentence for each part of the essay?  Do the transitions between parts of the essay show the relevance of each part to the recommendation?

Are there transitions between paragraphs?

Are there transitions between comments?

Are there topic sentences for each paragraph?

Do any paragraphs go off topic?  If so, which ones?

Are any paragraphs too short or too long?  How can the writer make paragraphs approximately the same length?

